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HAVC 46 Podcast Assignment:
Description:
Throughout this quarter, students in HAVC 46 will work in pairs to create a 15-minute-long
audio podcast that brings two items from American art and visual culture into conversation with
each other.
We will be working on this assignment in a series of stages and we will rely on hardware and
equipment available in McHenry Library’s Digital Scholarship Commons in order to create and
edit high-quality audio recordings.
Goals and Objectives:
This assignment has two objectives:
1) To gain an understanding of how visual material can provide insight into social and political
tensions woven throughout American history
2) For students to create compelling narratives that rely on research to assert the significance of
this material to contemporary American culture.
Our ultimate goal in creating these podcasts is to make a claim for art history and visual culture’s
enduring relevance to a broad, public audience. As a field, art history has a conflicted legacy. On
one hand, the field has depended on the exploitative accumulation of wealth for the creation of
collections and has relied on aesthetic categories that reproduce hierarchies constructed around
race, class, and gender. On the other hand, art and visual culture have the capacity to provide us
with a nuanced visual language with which to explore historical issues, and the creation of new
visual languages has immense power to articulate, undermine, and reimagine power relations
between different groups throughout history. By creating these podcasts, we have an opportunity
to contribute to the creation of an art history that is dynamic, socially-engaged, and democratic.
Project Requirements:
-The finished product will take the following form: a podcast of approximately 15 minutes in
length.
-The podcast must be created using a high-quality audio recording (i.e. no smartphone voice
recordings allowed. Recording equipment can be checked out from the Media Center in
McHenry Library)
-The podcast must discuss two objects that provide insight into a social or political issue in
American history that remains relevant.
-The objects must be distinct from each other in some capacity. This can take a number of forms,
such as style, the time in which they were created, the identities of the people who created them,
the creators’ approach to their subject matter, the medium in which they were made, etc.
-Students will select their objects from online databases and digitized museum collections.
The podcast should include the following components:
-An interesting hook (i.e. a provocative question or an interesting anecdote)
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-A cohesive and well-organized narrative
-It should answer the following questions:
-How do these objects help us to understand this issue from a different perspective or
with greater complexity?
-Why does this issue matter? Why do these images matter?
The podcast must provide the following for each object:
-An evocative formal description
-A demonstrated understanding of the object’s function and context:
-Why was the object made?
-Who was it made for?
-Who would see the object? Under what circumstances?
Project Stages:
Listening Assignment: Due April 8th
Listen to the following podcasts before coming to class on Friday, April 8th:
Alex Blumberg, “The Secret Formula,” StartUp. Gimlet Media:
https://gimletmedia.com/episode/16-the-secret-formula/
Neil MacGregor, A History of the World in 100 Objects. BBC.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00nrtd2/episodes/guide(Pick one episode from this series)
Type up your responses to the following questions and bring them to class:
1) Name one thing you learned about the process of making podcasts by listening to The
Secret Formula.”
2) What episode of A History of the World in 100 Objects did you listen to? Describe
something you learned in this episode.
3) After listening to both podcasts, you have a sense of two very different styles for
presenting information in this format. Did you prefer one over the other? If so, why?
4) Name three qualities that you think are important to making a good podcast and why
you think they are important. How will you incorporate these qualities into the production
of your podcast?
Proposal and annotated bibliography: Due April 22nd
Each set of partners is required to submit a 2-page double-spaced proposal that outlines the
following:
-Which objects each student has chosen for their podcast and the rationale for discussing them
together
-What topic the students will use the objects to address
-How the students will structure their podcast to create a cohesive narrative
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-How the students will share responsibilities throughout the project (editing, revising,
proofreading, recording, uploading, etc)
Students are also required to submit an annotated bibliography containing 8-10 scholarly sources
(4-5 sources for each student) with brief (3-5 sentence) explanations regarding each source’s
relevance to their project.
30-second previews and In-Class Rough Draft Workshop: May 6th
30-Second Preview Information:
Students will upload 30-second previews of their podcasts to ecommons. The previews should
include the students’ names, the working title of the podcast, and a brief indication of what the
podcast will explore.
The previews should be recorded using the Podcasting equipment available in McHenry library
and should be saved as an MP3.
Instruction for recording audio for Podcasts can be found here:
http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/podcast
Instructions for Saving your File as an MP3 in Garageband:
After clicking “Save As” and naming your file, this will create a “Master File” that is saved as a
Garage Band-specific audio file.
To save a copy as an MP3, click “Share” from the main menu at the top of the screen, and select
“Export Song to Disk.” You will then have the option to save the file as an MP3. Choose the
highest quality possible.

Instructions for Saving your File as an MP3 in Audacity:
Clicking “Save As” will save your file as an Audacity-specific audio file.
To save a copy as an MP3, click “File” and select “Export Audio” from the dropdown menu.
If this is your first time using audacity, you may need to download an MP3 Encoder. The
appropriate encoder is available here: http://lame.buanzo.org/#lamewindl
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Editing Files:
If you want to edit your audio file, be sure to edit the “Master File,” rather than the MP3. Be sure
to export the latest version as an MP3 after you have finished editing.
Rough Draft Information:
Each set of partners will draft one 3-page-long rough draft that will focus on analyzing your
images. This task will help you to develop the component of your podcast that entails an in-depth
interpretation that is grounded in your images’ visual qualities.
Bring two hard copies to class with printed copies of your images, and upload a copy of the
rough draft to your ecommons dropbox. Each set of partners will exchange their rough
draft with another pair of students.
Formatting:
-Drafts should be 3-pages, double-spaced with 1” margins in Times New Roman 12 pt. font.
-Include the titles, creators, date of creation, and medium for each image in your draft, along
with a link to the image source.
Before starting your rough draft, you and your partner need to have selected no more than
2 images to discuss.
Your rough draft should accomplish two tasks:
1) Offer a detailed analysis and interpretation of the two images you and your partner have
chosen to discuss
2) Articulate why these images are being discussed in relation to each other
Your analysis should primarily be drawn from from the visual qualities of the work. Begin by
describing what you see, and then use those observations to form an interpretation of what
meaning your object is conveying:
Resources for conducting a visual analysis:
Elements of Artwork for visual analysis:
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/formal_analysis.html
Descriptive words to critique art: http://grammar.yourdictionary.com/word-lists/list-ofdescriptive-words-to-critique-art.html
Information for writing about paintings: Available on ECommons in the “Course Syllabus”
folder under “Formal Analysis Resources”
Information for writing about photographs: Available on ECommons in the “Course Syllabus”
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folder under “Formal Analysis Resources”
If you are writing about an object such as a video game or an image from a film, find a single
image that offers a lot of detail to analyze, and discuss your image as if it were a painting or
photograph.
However, you may find it useful to address other aspects of the piece as well including:
-Why was the object made?
-Who was it made for?
-Who would see the object? Under what circumstances?
-Who was the artist? How does this compare to other pieces they created?
Revised Rough Draft: Due May 13th
Students will submit a revised version of their script incorporating feedback from the in-class
workshop. The script should be 5-6 double-spaced pages.
Students should include a note regarding the total running time of their script and the breakdown
between each partner. This is to ensure that 1) Each partner receives equal “air time” and 2)That
the script does not run substantially shorter or longer than 15 minutes.
A free online script timer can be found here: http://www.piehole.ie/pages/script-timer
Final Recording and Project Reflection: Due June 8th
By 11 am on June 8th, each set of partners is responsible for uploading one copy of the
following to one of their drop boxes on ECommons:
1) An audio file (MP3 Preferred) of their podcast
2) A document containing:
A) The images selected for the podcast and
B) Captions containing the appropriate attribution information (title, creator, date,
medium, and URLs that link to the original source of the image). The actual image files
should be included in the document.
C) A 2-3 sentence description of the podcast’s topic.
3) A works cited for material referenced in the podcast. The works cited should be in CMS or
MLA format. This document can be combined with the document containing the images.
Additionally, each partner is responsible for uploading the following to their respective
dropbox:
1) 2-page (double-spaced, 1” margins) reflection describing their experience working on the
project, the challenges they faced, and how they addressed those challenges. Additionally,
recommendations for how the project could be improved for future classes are encouraged.
Students are encouraged (but not required) to upload their podcasts to Soundcloud.com in
the event that they would like to easily be share their project with their friends, families,
and others.
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If you do upload your podcast to Soundcloud, be sure to include a short description of your
podcast, and links to the images you discuss, so others can see what you’re talking about.
Soundcloud.com offers free accounts that allow up to 3 hours of audio to be uploaded:
Uploading Instructions for Soundcloud:
http://uploadandmanage.help.soundcloud.com/customer/portal/articles/2122043-uploadingindividual-tracks
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Resources:
Recording Information:
How to Record Audio for Podcasts: http://guides.library.ucsc.edu/podcast
Tutorials:
Audio Editing Software and Tutorials:
Audacity (free, open source, Mac and PC-friendly): http://www.audacityteam.org
Tutorial for editing audio in Audacity:
http://manual.audacityteam.org/o/man/tutorial_editing_an_existing_file.html
Garage Band: (Garageband is an audio-editing available on Mac computers in McHenry
Library)
Tutorial for editing audio in Garageband:
https://multimedia.journalism.berkeley.edu/tutorials/garageband-basic-editing/
Tutorials for adding background music to narration:
Audacity:
http://manual.audacityteam.org/o/man/tutorial_mixing_a_narration_with_background_music.ht
ml
Garageband:
http://m.alvinalexander.com/apple/mac/garage-band-create-podcast
3/Adding_background_tracks.shtml
Resources for Royalty-Free Music:
If you want to add background music to your podcast, check out these resources for royalty-free
music. Be sure to read FAQs for any requirements for using the music (i.e. crediting the
creator):
http://www.purple-planet.com
http://www.bensound.com
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Rubric for Podcast Assignment
Category
Introduction

1
The purpose is
not at all clear
in the
introduction.

3
The introduction indicates the
main topic but may need greater
precision or greater refinement
to capture attention.

Narration and
Delivery

Narration is too
fast, too slow,
or too sloppy.
Facts, concepts,
sequences, and
arguments are
difficult to
understand.

Narration has some errors or is
occasionally too fast or slow.

Organization

Podcast lacks
clear format.
Transitions are
missing
between
segments.

Podcast has some overall
structure, but is uneven or
unrefined.
Narration lacks clear transitions
between segments.

Content

Does not
address
function and
context of
objects.
There are
significant
errors in fact;
material does
not appear
grounded in
effective
research.
Little to no time
dedicated to
engagement
with visual
qualities of the
work.

Partially addresses function and
context of objects.
The podcast is clearly grounded
in research, but there may be
some minor errors of fact.

Podcast feels

Podcast demonstrates effort to

Clarity and
Logic

Visual Analysis

Cohesion

Facts, concepts sequences, and
arguments are evident but need
greater precision.

The podcast engages somewhat
with visual qualities of the work,
but either loses focus or moves
on before analysis can be
connected to argument.
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The introduction
establishes a
purpose and
captures the
listener’s
attention.
Narration is well
paced and free
of errors.
Facts, concepts,
sequences, and
arguments are
presented
clearly and
compellingly.
Podcast has
clear format that
complements
the creators’
exploration of
their topics.
Provides clear
transitions
between topics.
Fully explores
function and
context of
objects.
All significant
claims of fact
are accurate and
grounded in
research.

Visual analysis
is detailed,
compelling, and
evocative.
Discussion of
visual qualities
is used to further
main ideas
presented in
podcast.
Podcast fully

Score
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Production
Value

Significance

like abrupt
discussion of
two unrelated
objects. Airtime
is unevenly
distributed.

smoothly integrate both objects
and share airtime, but at times
struggles to find common
ground.

Recording is
not made using
high-quality
equipment and
is unedited.
Final upload
lacks
description,
images, URLs,
and/or Works
Cited.
Podcast fails to
answer
questions of
why the issue
and images
explored matter.

Recording is high-quality, but is
either unedited or final upload is
lacking
description/images/URLs/Works
Cited.

Podcast addresses why the issue
and images matter, but does not
explain how the images help to
understand issue in new ways.

and smoothly
integrates both
objects and
airtime is
equitably
shared. The final
product sounds
like a complete
episode of a real
podcast.
Recording is
high-quality and
well-edited.
Final upload
includes
description,
images, URLs
and Works
Cited.
Podcast clearly
and effectively
articulates
significance of
topic and images
and the images’
relevance to
deepening
understanding of
the topic
explored.

